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Crucially,	Welles	lacked	any	ability	to	combat	the	spread	of	the	rumours	against	him.	Confined	as	he	was	to	the	State	Department,	Welles	had	made	few	friends	in	Congress	who	would	vouch	for	his	character	and	refute	Bullitt’s	claims.	Possessing	in	the	president	all	the	political	support	he	needed,	Welles	had	never	cultivated	a	deep	well	of	goodwill	or	support	that	he	could	draw	upon	when	his	character	was	impugned.	The	only	ostensible	defense	of	Welles	came	from	sympathetic	members	of	the	press	who	pushed	back	against	the	reports	of	trouble	in	the	State	Department	by	lauding	Welles	and	castigating	Hull.	Drew	Pearson,	for	example,	defended	Welles	and	attacked	Hull	and	Bullitt	in	his	weekly	political	column,	“Washington	Merry-Go-Round”	Pearson	attacked	Hull	for	his	jealousy	of	Welles,	his	plodding	style,	and	for	attributing	Welles’	removal	to	Roosevelt’s	acquiescence	to	the	“conservative	or	Southern	wing	of	the	Democratic	Party.”64	Though	some	of	these	accusations	gained	traction,	they	were	insufficient	to	blunt	the	attacks	on	Welles	or	save	his	political	career.		The	escalating	scandal	around	Welles	laid	bare	the	harsh	realities	about	the	power	 dynamics	 in	 the	 Roosevelt	 administration	 during	 this	 time.	 It	 also	demonstrated	 the	 degree	 to	 which	 Roosevelt	 had	 become	 isolated	 and	 politically	weakened	by	1943.	Exhausted	by	over	a	decade	in	the	Oval	Office,	demoralized	by	a	poor	showing	in	the	previous	year’s	midterm	election,	drained	by	over	two	years	of	intense	pressure	dealing	with	World	War	Two,	and	facing	an	unprecedented	fourth	term,	Roosevelt	was	physically	and	emotionally	worn	out	by	1943.	Within	a	year	he	would	 begin	 showing	 aggravated	 symptoms	 of	 heart	 disease. 65 	He	 was	 also	increasingly	 isolated	 emotionally	 as	 members	 of	 his	 inner	 circle,	 including	 Missy	LeHand,	 Harry	 Hopkins,	 and	 others,	 had	 died	 or	 moved	 on.66 	The	 increasing	pressure	over	Welles	came	at	the	precise	moment	when	Roosevelt	was	least	able	to	muster	the	strength	to	defend	him,	and	 ironically,	at	 the	moment	when	he	needed	loyal	allies	 like	Welles	the	most.	As	knowledge	of	the	rumours	surrounding	Welles	slowly	 crept	 through	 the	 corridors	 of	 power	 in	Washington,	 it	 created	 an	 aura	 of																																																									64	26	August	1943,	Drew	Pearson,	“The	Washington	Merry-Go-Round”,	Washington	Post	65	See	Frank	Costigliola,	“Broken	Circle:	The	Isolation	of	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	in	World	War	II”,	
Diplomatic	History.	Vol.	32,	No.5,	708.		66	Ibid.,	679.		
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